Pandaw River Expeditions

EXPEDITION No 6

THE LAOS MEKONG

10 NIGHTS

Enjoy a three country expedition as we will traverse Laos to touch Thailand
and Burma at the once notorious Golden Triangle. From Vientiane, the old
French capital, and so redolent of L'Indochine Pandaw will be the first river
expedition since pre war days to cross all Laos. We stop two nights at the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Luang Prabang with its dazzling wood carved
monasteries and then on deep into the mountains, through rapids and gorges
on our high powered little Pandaw. Visit tribal villages and explore into jungle

and countryside.

YOUR SHIP - RV LAOS PANDAW / RV CHAMPA PANDAW

MORE IMAGES OF THE RV LAOS PANDAW

MORE IMAGES OF THE RV CHAMPA PANDAW

Cruise Price Includes: Entrance fees, guide services (English language),
gratuities to crew, main meals, local mineral water, jugged coffee, teas &
tisanes. Transfers Chiang Rai / Chiang Mai to ship v.v. and ship to Vientiane

V.V.

Cruise Price Excludes: International flights, port dues (if levied), laundry, all
visa costs, fuel surcharges (see terms and conditions), all beverages except
local mineral water, jugged coffee, teas & tisanes and tips to tour guides,

local guides, bus drivers, boat operators and cyclo drivers.


https://www.pandaw.com/vessels/rv-laos-pandaw/
https://www.pandaw.com/vessels/rv-champa-pandaw/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/124109779@N03/albums/72157660493558445
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pandawgallery/albums/72157670845295623

UPSTREAM ITINERARY

DAY 1

VIENTIANE

PLEASE NOTE: The itinerary for this expedition is indicative only and subject
to reconnaissance. As we travel to remote areas, changes to the itinerary will

inevitably occur. A flexible approach is required if you book this cruise.

Embarkation 12.30, followed by lunch and afternoon exploration of the
delightful French city including visits to the golden Pha That Luang Stupa,
Sisaket Temple, the President’s Hall, Wat Prakeo Temple and the Phatouxay
monument. Set sail late afternoon, enjoy a welcome dinner on board and

overnight near Vientiane.

MORE ABOUT VIENTIANE

DAY 2

CRUISING THE MEKONG

Cruise upstream on the Mekong, passing lush jungle scenery and tiny riverside
villages. Morning presentation on the Lao language. Afternoon cooking

demonstration on the upper deck. Arrive in Ban Xanakham to moor overnight.

MORE ABOUT CRUISING THE MEKONG



https://www.pandaw.com/river-stops/vientiane/
https://www.pandaw.com/river-stops/cruising-the-mekong/

DAY 3

PAK LAI

Afternoon visit to the French administrative town of Pak Lai with many
colonial buildings and a bustling local market. This town boasts the largest

elephant festival in South East Asia, usually in February.

MORE ABOUT PAK LAI

DAY 4

BAN PARK BOR VILLAGE

Morning visit and walking tour to Khamo tribal village, a typical village, set on
the banks of the Mekong amidst lush jungle. In the afternoon pass through

the Xanyaburi Hydro Electric Power Plant.

MORE ABOUT XAYABURI DAM

DAY 5

BAN MOUANG KHAI VILLAGE AND LUANG
PRABANG

In the morning visit a Hmong village and continue upstream to the village of
Ban Mouang Khai. Afternoon sightseeing by minibus visiting the jungle pools
and dramatic Khaung Si waterfall then on to a butterfly garden. Arrive in the
heart of the temple city of Luang Prabang where there is a buzzing night

market and many great cafes and some good local restaurants.

MORE ABOUT KUANG SI WATERFALLS



https://www.pandaw.com/river-stops/pak-lai/
https://www.pandaw.com/river-stops/xayaburi-dam/
https://www.pandaw.com/river-stops/kuang-si-waterfalls/

DAY 6

LUANG PRABANG

In the morning explore by tuktuk this well-preserved and unique world
heritage site with its many Buddhist temples, libraries and royal palace. Visit
the National Museum and have the afternoon free to explore the beauty and
unique atmosphere of Luang Prabang on your own. Enjoy traditional Laos

dancing on the upper deck late afternoon. Moor overnight in Luang Prabang.

MORE ABOUT LUANG PRABANG

DAY 7

PAK OU CAVES

Early morning walking tour to see the alms offering by the local people to
hundreds of monks who walk around the city every morning. Passengers are
invited to join in with offerings we provide for the alms giving. Morning
sightseeing by local boat exploring the unique Pak Ou Caves, a Buddhist
sanctuary with spectacular limestone cliff faces. Evening cocktails on a

sandbank. Sail upstream on the beautiful Mekong towards Ban Bo

MORE ABOUT PAK OU CAVES AND NAM OU RIVER



https://www.pandaw.com/river-stops/luang-prabang/
https://www.pandaw.com/river-stops/pak-ou-caves-and-nam-ou-river/

DAY 8

PAK BENG

Morning visit to a local Khamo village. Sail upstream on the Mekong passing

Pak Beng towards Pak Sit.

MORE ABOUT PAK BENG

DAY 9

BAN HOUAYXAY

Early morning walking tour in a Khamo village then cruise through stunning
scenery to the border of Laos and Thailand. The night is spent on the Lao side

in the Huay xay area where we take a late afternoon village walk.

DAY 10

CHIANG SAEN

Cruise upriver to the Town of Chiang Sean for border crossing at the Golden
Triangle. Farewell cocktails and Thai traditional dance on board for your last

evening.

MORE ABOUT GOLDEN TRIANGLE



https://www.pandaw.com/river-stops/pak-beng/
https://www.pandaw.com/river-stops/golden-triangle/

DAY 11

CHIANG SAEN

Disembark by 8.30 in Chiang Sean and group transfer to hotel/airport. En
route, explore the Golden Triangle including a visit to the opium museum.
Continue to airports or city hotels in Chiang Rai (2 hours) and Chiang Mai (6

hours).

MORE ABOUT CHIANG SAEN



https://www.pandaw.com/river-stops/chiang-saen/

STATEROOM

The Pandaw stateroom is the most celebrated
feature of our ships.

Finished in brass and teak, the main and upper deck rooms are very spacious
at 168 square feet (15.6 sgm). Much loved by all our passengers we have
ensured that with each ship we build the stateroom remains the same. Our
cabins do not have mini-bars, satellite TV’s, internet or phones.Pandaw
passengers usually want to escape from the tiresome features found in

international business hotels.

Many passengers describe life on board a Pandaw more like being a guest on
a private motor yacht than a cruise ship. Where we go and what we see is
intrepid in extreme. What you come back to is a floating base of discreet
comfort, caring service and all the good things one looks for in life. All our
cabins have the same size and Pandaw signature amenities. Choose from

Main Deck, Upper Deck or Premium Upper Deck (Mekong only).

Special to Your Stateroom

Fruit and flowers on arrival

Kimonos and slippers

Spa-branded amenities

Unlimited mineral water



River Conditions Warning!

The rivers you will sail on are subject to seasonal rises and falls of water
level, in some places as much as 30 metres. Water levels can change
dramatically overnight and a sudden rise can impede our progress upstream
considerably and even prevent us from passing under certain bridges. A
sudden fall can result in our being unable to get into certain places or go as
far upstream as we would hope. Groundings on sandbars are not infrequent
and are part of the excitement of any Pandaw expedition. Published
itineraries are indicational only and subject to sudden change. In such events
alternative itineraries will be provided and we do our best to ensure that if a
stop is missed we make up for it with another stop. Passengers are thus
forewarned and expected to be flexible and patient. River cruising in Asia can
be a dramatic and adventurous experience - not like cruising the controlled
waterways of Europe or America. Note also that we operate in areas with
little or no developed infrastructure and subject to the strictures of local

officialdom. Be prepared for this and it is all more the fun!

Useful Links

Terms & Conditions

General Information & Life on Board

Visa Information



https://www.pandaw.com/passenger-information/terms-conditions-carriage/
https://www.pandaw.com/passenger-information/general-information/
https://www.pandaw.com/passenger-information/visas/

